
 
 
 
Semesters I- II                                                                                 Instructor: Keith Curington 
Section number:  001, 1 credit hour                                                               Room 531 
RED Days – Block II                                                                                    ph 816-359-6421 
Office Hours:  By Appointment                    email: curingtonk@parkhill.k12.mo.us 

  Vocal music website: http://parkhillvocalmusic.com 
 

 
 
 
Cours e d es cri pti on:  PARK AVENUE SINGERS is the premier choral ensemble at PHHS.  PARK AVENUE SINGERS 
seeks to encourage students to build upon their previous choral experience through becoming individual as well as choral singers.  
Repertoire is chosen from literature ranging from the thirteenth century through the present.   Emphasis is placed on independence, 
musicality, developing a sense of ensemble, and the building of good sight- reading and singing habits. 
 
 
Pr er equi site :  Open to all students at PHHS.  Audition is required and is held in the spring semester of each year.  At least a year of 
Men of Troy, Women of Troy, Varsity Men’s Choir or PARK AVENUE SINGERS is preferred, but other students not previously 
involved in the choral program will be considered. 
 
 
Text  and r e feren ces:  Students will borrow materials from the PHHS choral library as assigned by the director.  Failure to return 
assigned music will result in a fine being given to the student for the cost of the music’s replacement.  
 
 
Cours e objective :  PARK AVENUE SINGERS seeks to represent the best in choral music from all eras and genres.  Performing 
in an ensemble of this nature has numerous cross-curriculum benefits.  This ensemble is intended to create an atmosphere of 
collegiality amongst musicians and provide the student with useful tools for their future.  Students are expected to display appropriate 
devotion, social skills, effort, and good humor.  PARK AVENUE SINGERS will join other choirs in major works at the conductor’s 
discretion. This choir is designed to provide the PHHS singer with outstanding performing opportunities of sound octavos as well as 
major choral/orchestral masterworks that are highly regarded. 
 
 
Content  outl ine:  Many of our country's finest choirs are composed of high school students.  The content will consist exclusively of 
choral repertoire chosen by the conductor to reflect the educational, musical, and vocals needs of the group at this particular point in 
their musical growth.  Content will include choral music to teach basic musical skills such as sight-reading, pitch, phrasing, maturity of 
tone, breath support, and independence. 
 
 
Instru ction al  activit i es:  PARK AVENUE SINGERS will explore numerous styles in the choral repertoire.  Over a period of a 
few semesters, students will study music from various cultures and eras.  Since some choral works are of considerable length and have 
the potential to consume an entire concert, balance and variety will be achieved over a period of time rather than in one performance.  
 
 
 
Field  and cl inical  experiences: 
1. FUND RAISERS/CANCELATIONS 

Monday  8.25-9.08.08 Fund raiser  Cookie Dough 
Monday  9.01.08  No school  Labor Day 

Park Hill  High School Vocal  Music 
Department 

P A R K  A V E N U E   S I N G E R S  
2008-2009 

COURSE SYLLA BUS O UTLINE 
 



Friday  9.26.08  No school  Day after Conferences 
Monday  10.13.08  No school   Teacher Work Day 
Wed-Thu 11.26-28.08 No school   Thanksgiving Break 
Mon-Sun 12.22- 1.4.09 No school  Winter Break 
Monday  1.12-26.09 Fund raiser  Trash Bags 
Monday  1.19.09  No school  MLK Day 
Friday   2.13.09  No school  Day after Conferences 
Monday  2.16.09  No school  Presidents’ Day 
Tuesday  2.17.09  No school  Teacher Work Day 
Friday   3.13.09  No school  Teacher Work Day 
Monday  3.16-22.09 No school  Spring Break 
Monday  5.25.09  No school  Memorial Day 
Thursday 5.28.09  No school  Teacher Work Day 
 
ACT DATE S & PO SSI B LE CO NFLICTS 
Saturday 9.13.08  FYI   ACT T est  (Ch oir Picnic) 
Saturday 10.25.08  FYI   ACT T est  (Al l - Ch oir Stat e Auditi ons ) 
Saturday 12.13.08   FYI   ACT T est  (No known con fl icts ) 
Saturday 2.07.09  FYI   ACT T est  (No known con fl icts ) 
Saturday 4.4.09  FYI   ACT T est  (Stat e La rge  Gr ou p at  PHHS) 

 
 
2.  PERFORMANCES/ SPECIAL REHEARSALS/DISTRICT & STATE DATES 

Saturday 9.13.08  12:00pm-3:00pm  Vocal Music Picnic (@ The Riley’s) 
Tuesday  10.07.08  3:00pm   Pre-Districts Recital 

 Saturday 10.04.08  All-Day   All-District Choir Auditions (Lee’s Summit West) 
Sunday  10.19.08  3:00pm   FALL CONCERT 
Saturday 10.25.08  All-Day   All-State Choir Auditions 
Thurs-Sat 11.20-22.08 7:30pm   Musical – INT O T HE WOODS  

 Thursday 12.18.08  7:00pm   CHORAL HOLIDAY CONCERT 
Friday   12.05.08  TBA   Christmas on the River (optional) 
Thursday 3.12.09  3:00pm   Pre- S&E Contest Recital 
Tuesday  3.24.09  7:00 pm   PRE-CONTEST DEPARTMENTAL CONCERT 
Saturday  4.04.09  All-Day   Large Group Choir Contest 
Sun & Mon 4.19-20.09 6:30pm   DINNER T HEA TER 2 009 
Tuesday  5.12.09  7:00pm   SPRING CONCERT 
Sunday   5.17.09  TBA   Graduation 

Other s pecial  ev ents ma y occur  and wil l  be accom panied usual ly  with at  least  tw o w eeks  noti ce. 
 
Grad ing:    Since PARK AVENUE SINGERS is a class participation, performance oriented course, a musical organization whose 
success is reliant on balance, nuance, and "creating the ensemble," and due to the importance of upcoming concerts, the expectation 
for each member is to attend ALL rehearsals and performances and become expert on the semester's repertoire. 

 
 

1.   Att enda nce:  Courtesy dictates that the director be notified of all excused absences IN ADVANCE by phone or email.  
Stud ents sh ould tr y t o av oid  mis sing  rehea rsals  wi thin 2 weeks of a  per forman ce.   A doctor's written excuse will be 
necessary to verify any excused illness.  Since your body is your instrument, precaution and remedy must occur to ensure speedy 
recovery.   PARK AVENUE SINGERS members should punctual, in their places, and ready to sing at the sound of the 2nd bell.  
Tardiness cannot be allowed.   An excu sed  a bs ence fr om  a per form ance wil l  r esult  in  a  loss of th e points al l otted  for  
that  pa rticula r con cert  and a  ma ke u p a ssign m ent wil l  be  given.  In ord er t o have an a bs ence excus ed , th e 
student mu st  fi l l  out  the  Excus ed Abs ence For m located  on  the  vocal  m usic  website  and su bmit  it  to  the 
director at  least  2 w eeks  prior t o th e event . Al l  oth er a bs en ces ar e con sid er ed un excu sed  and th e resu lt ing zer o 
CANNOT be rev er sed . 
2.  M usic  lear ning :  In order for PARK AVENUE SINGERS to function at its optimum level and maximize each student's 
experience, some regular individual practice time outside of the normal rehearsal schedule will be required.  Memorization and 
preparedness will be checked periodically. 
3 .  R eh ears al  requir em ents : 
  1.  A positive attitude  

2.  Pencil – you are musicians and are required to a have it and use it EVER DAY  



  3.  Notes learned (if required in advance) 
4.  Black 3-ring binder 

**U nprepar ed stud ents wil l  be giv en a  zer o for tha t  reh ear sal** 
 

4.  Consist ent  contri buti ons :  The conductor will also have the prerogative to lower the student's daily grade up to 20 
points if excessive "marking" is occurring or it is perceived that the singer is contributing/operating below capabilities. 

 
Point  Valu es 
Perfor man ce       (Fall+200) ( Holiday +300) ( Pre- Conte st – 4 00) ( Con test & Spring +400) 

Dail y Adh er ence t o cla ssr oom rehea rsal  pr ocedu res   +20 
Tard y        - 10 
Mar kin g        -5  to 20 
No Materials (mu sic , fold er , pen cil ,  etc . )    - 15  (each item , each occu rr ence) 
Gu m, Can dy, Food,  etc . in  clas s     - 10  (each occurr en ce) 
Unexcu sed  a bsence fr om class     -20 
 
Grad ed opportunit i es ma y in clude writt en as sign m ents , si ght-r eadin g tests , part  t ests , reh ea rsal  ev aluations , 
voca bula ry  qui zzes , crit ical  l ist ening  and evaluati ons, mus ic folder  mai ntenan ce.  Att endan ce  at  al l  c oncerts is  
requi red.  Grad es a re cu mulative with each activit y and  da y,  ea ch being given  a s peci fic  point  valu e.   Al l  
accu mulated point s ar e av era ged  to  reach  a per cen tage scor e and  a cor respon ding l etter  gra de. 
 
GR ADE SCALE 
90-100%  A  
80- 90%   B 
70-80%   C  
60-70%     D 
59 and  below  F  
Grades will be posted on POWERSCHOOL weekly. 
 
CONSIDER THIS: 
The grad e of  "B " wil l  m ost  l ikely be earn ed by stu dents wh o m eet th e fol lowing requir em ents : � �   
1.  Att endan ce  at  al l  sched uled rehea rsals , con certs and per for mances , in cluding  dr ess  r ehearsal s �an d r ehearsals  
oth er tha n th os e s ch eduled on a d aily ba sis . �   
2.   Punctu al ity at  al l  reh ea rsals a nd perfor man ces. � �  
3 .   Dem onst rated  a bil ity t o per form t he assi gned part . � �   
4.  Da ily d emon strati on of a  matur e , posit ive and pr ofes si onal  att itud e w hile r eh ear sing and �  per for m ing. � �   
5 .   B ringin g n ecess ar y m ateri als t o r eh earsal s on a daily basi s. �  
 
�Grad es l ower than  "B " wil l  m ost  l ikely be earn ed by st udents w ho need i m pr ovement  in one  or m ore of th e 
area s l isted �  a bove. 
� �  
The grad e of  " A" i s wil l  m ost  l ikely be earn ed by st udent s wh o d emon strat e th e r equi rements l ist ed for the  B 
grad e, I N ADDIT IO N �t o th e fol lowin g. .. � �   
1.  A wil l ingness t o a ssist  as needed or r eq uested ei ther by th e di rect or or oth er stud ents  wh o w ould benefit  
fr om  you r exa mpl e and t alent  (e .g .:  exhi bit ing l ead ers hip  in your section, sh owin g �int er est  a nd parti c ipating  in 
co- cur ricula r m usical  activit i es , or by audit i oni ng for sol o opportu nit ies) . � �   
2.  An  actual  i ndividual  d emon strati on of s uperi or  t echn ical  and  mu sical  a bil it y th rough t he  per form a nce of 
pas sag es fr om  com posit i on s r eh ears ed durin g th e gradin g peri od  as req uested  by �th e dir ector. 
 
Other singi ng opport unit ies for stu dent s int er ested in lett ering  in v ocal  musi c:  
Privat e V oice Less on s     On-going 
Com munit y Ch oir Pa rtici pati on   On-going 
Chu rch  Choi r Parti cipation    On-going 
*All - Dist rict  Ch oir  Auditi on    Satur day, O ctober 04, 2008 
*All - State Ch oi r Auditi on (Jr /Sr Only)  Satur day, O ctober 25 , 2008 
Chri stma s on th e Riv er    Frida y, Decem ber 05, 2008 
Sol o/smal l  ens em ble  pa rtici pati on (Distri ct)    
Sol o/smal l  ens em ble  pa rtici pati on (Stat e)    
*s elect ed by au dit ion 



 
Dear parent or guardian of a PARK AVENUE SINGERS member: 
 
The information on the previous pages will help you and your son/daughter understand the grading policy used 
by the vocal music department at Park hill High School.  Please read the information carefully, sign it, and have 
your singer return this sheet by August 22, 2008.  Thanks for your child and time!  We are going to have an 
extraordinary year and I look forward to meeting you.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Keith Curington 
816-359-6421 
curingtonk@parkhill.k12.mo.us 
 
 
 
I have reviewed the expectations and grading policy used by the vocal music department at Park Hill High 
School. 
 
Parent signature__________________________________________________________Date______________ 
 
Student name (Please print)____________________________________________________ 
 
Student signature_________________________________________________________Date______________ 
 
 
Please help us keep you informed by listing your email address below.  We will need to contact you throughout 
the year.  Make sure you include the entire email address, i.e. parkavegod@yahoo.com or better yet, go to our 
website http://parkhillvocalmusic.com and register there. 
 
 
_________________________________________  ________________________________________ 
Parent Email       Student Email 
 
 

Lastly,  would you consider sending a  box of  Kleenex with your singer when he/she returns 
this form?  We have lots of  runny noses all  year and this kind of  a  collective ef fort helps us to 

always have Kleenex available for the one you love! 
 
 
 

Please  become an active member of  PHHS 
 Vocal Music Boosters! 

We need you! 


